Adult respiratory distress syndrome related to antilymphocyte globulin therapy.
A 21-year-old man developed the adult respiratory distress syndrome (ARDS) within five hours of receiving antilymphocyte globulin. No other identifiable cause of ARDS was present. The mechanism for development of acute lung injury is unknown, but may be related either to direct lung cytotoxicity or to complement-mediated leukocyte and platelet destruction with secondary lung injury from inflammatory mediators.